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81.1 Million Hectares
USA
Canada
Australia
Spain

94.1 Million Hectares
Burkina Faso
Myanmar
Mexico
Colombia
Sudan
Chile
Honduras
Cuba
Costa Rica

Developing 
Countries19 industrial

Countries8
27 Countries Planted Biotech Crops in 2013

the 4 major biotech crops are: SOYBEAN, COTTON, MAIZE, & CANOLA

Portugal
Czech Republic
Romania
Slovakia

For the second consecutive year developing countries planted 
more biotech crop hectares than industrial countries
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of global 
planting

57.4 million
hectares

grown in 17 countries

32%
soybean

of global 
planting

84.5 million
hectares

grown in 11 countries

79%
cotton

of global 
planting

23.9 million
hectares

grown in 15 countries

70%
canola

of global 
planting

8.2 million
hectares

grown in 4 countries

24%

Brazil
Argentina
India
China
Paraguay
South Africa
Pakistan
Uruguay
Bolivia
Philippines

contribution of Biotech Crops to sustainability

For more information, visit ISAAA’s website: http://www.isaaa.org
Source: James, Clive. 2013. Global Status of Commercialized Biotech/GM Crops: 2013. ISAAA Brief No. 46.
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Contributing to

increasing productivity
biotech crops are a 
land saving 
technology biotech crops contribute 

to the incomes of 
16.5 million small, 
resource-poor 
farmers 

reduced pesticide use
by 497 million kgs

biotechnology decreases 
CO2 emissions reduced CO2 emissions

equivalent to removing 
11.8 million cars 
off the road for 1 year

biotechnology reduces 
greenhouse gases

prevent deforestation
protect biodiversity

reduced production costs
more affordable food

Contributing to reducing 
agriculture’s

helping mitigateconserving
food, feed, &
fiber security

alleviation 
of poverty 
& hunger

environmental 
footprint

climate 
change

biodiversity


